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SILENCING EMPOWERING 

I usually make decisions about how students will learn, when they 
will learn, and how they will demonstrate their learning. 

I am explicit about how and when students can design their own 
learning, and provide regular time in classrooms for student-
designed learning. 

I pre-determine which students may design their own learning, or I 
set requirements that limit student design to a select group of 
students.  

I assume that all students will design their own learning in various 
ways and at various times in classrooms. 

The students who take advantage of opportunities to design their 
own learning in my classroom or school are already successful, 
eager to please, and well-behaved. 

I regularly examine data to see which students take advantage of 
opportunities to design their own learning, and I look for ways to 
create and scaffold opportunities for other students. 

I am reluctant to give up control in my classroom and take control 
of learning back from students when they struggle until they prove 
to me that they can handle self-direction. 

I am willing to take risks and give students control in my 
classroom, and I see struggle as an opportunity for growth. I 
provide students with tools to focus their learning and manage 
time. 

I usually do not challenge myself or my colleagues to find ways for 
students to design their own learning. 

I am comfortable suggesting ways that students might design 
their own learning during meetings with my colleagues. 

My students would probably state that I am open to their opinions 
about their learning, but that very little changes because of those 
opinions. 

My students would probably report that their input leads to 
changes in classroom practices and procedures. 

Students are able to design their own learning primarily in 
electives that are designed to allow student choice. 

Students are expected to design their own learning as a routine 
part of all classes. 

What commitment can you make to change a “silencing” practice to an “empowering” one? 

 


