
Name: ____________________________ Due:________ 
 
 
GRADE 9 GLOBAL ISSUES: UNIT 4: AMERICA  
 
ESSENTIAL QUESTION:  How did America become a “consuming” nation? What are the unintended 
consequences of this consumerism on the economy, environment, and culture? 
 
TASK:  Looking at the menu on page two, you must choose one appetizer and one main course, and 
complete the assignments. 
 
RUBRIC: 
 
Standard 1: Process and Skills in Social Studies 
Students will be able to demonstrate a thorough understanding of the research and writing process. 
 

                     Does Not Meet           Partially Meets        Meets                               Exceeds 
 
1.4 Students will 
be able to 
synthesize 
information.  

I can organize the 
evidence in sources. 
 
 
(Student can create 
graphic organizer or 
outline that identifies 
evidence) 

I  can prioritize the 
evidence in sources. 
 
 
(Student selects 
relevant evidence 
from various sources 
to make argument)  

I can combine evidence  
to support a perspective 
on a topic. 
  
(Student is able to group 
similar arguments 
together to make a 
stronger claim)  

I can elaborate on the 
relationships among 
the evidence. 
 
(After hitting “meets”, 
student then adds own 
thoughts and analysis)  

 
Standard 3: Role of the Citizen 
Students will be able to demonstrate knowledge of and document participation in the rights, responsibilities and 
duties of citizens (local, state, national, and global). 

 
 
 
3.4 Students will be 
able to analyze the 
interconnections of 
social and/or civic 
institutions on 
societal issues, 
trends, and events. 

I can define social 
and public 
institutions. 
 
 
 
(Student can define 
consumerism  and 
unintended 
consequences)  

I can identify 
examples of social 
and public 
institutions. 
 
 
(Student can 
identify examples of 
how consumerism 
affects society)  

I can examine the 
relationship  between 
social and public 
institutions. 
 
 
(Student is able to 
explain the unintended 
consequences of 
consumerism on society 
with examples. These 
impacts include effects 
on the environment, 
economy, children, 
values, and/or society as 
a whole.) 

I can evaluate events by 
their degree of influence 
and historical relevance 
on institutions. 
 
(After hitting “meets”, 
student then evaluates 
what role specific events 
had on consumerism.  For 
example student 
analyzes how the end of 
WW2, deregulation in 
the 1980’s and, 
innovations today 
impacted consumerism)  

 

 

 

 

 



MENU 

 
CHOOSE ONE APPETIZER:  (Click on the links to access the resources) 

 

Analyze survey results on the 
environmental effects of 

consumerism by completing a 
thorough OAI chart.  

Analyze survey results on the 
societal effects of consumerism 
by completing a thorough OAI 

chart.  

Analyze survey results on the 

economic effects of 

consumerism by completing a 

thorough OAI chart. 

 

  

Read article on environmental 
effects and fill out graphic 

organizer: 
 

Schools look for ways to stop 
students from tossing their 

lunches 

Read article on societal effects 
and fill out graphic organizer: 

 
 

U.S. "tobacco wars" senators 
take aim at energy drinks sold 

to minors 

Read article on economic 
effects and fill out graphic 

organizer: 
 

Cereal Sales Drop 

 

 

CHOOSE ONE MAIN COURSE: Select one of the options below and address the following; click on the 

option for further details. 

 

How did America become a “consuming” nation? Is consumerism beneficial or detrimental to America? 

What are the unintended consequences of this consumerism on the economy, environment, and 

culture? Should something be done to limit the effects of consumerism? 

 

 
WRITE A PERSUASIVE 

ESSAY 
 

 
CREATE A WEBSITE 

 
Google sites  

 
 

 
CREATE A NARRATED 

SLIDESHOW 
 

Web: present.me or 

empresr.com  

Andriod/Iphone: 

VoiceThread or Storyrobe 

 
ORAL PRESENTATION 

TO CLASS 
 

Must provide a written 

script  

 
CREATE NEWSPAPER 

or BROCHURE 
 

Different panels or articles 
showing different topics.  

 
CREATE PREZI 

PRESENTATION 
 

prezi.com 

 
CREATE PIKTOCHART  

 
piktochart.com 

 
CREATE VISUAL 

GRAPHIC ORGANIZER 

 
Create visual graphic 

organizer on the various 

effects of consumerism.  

 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/10L3PbFYhcnHUMqcPguZDO8T_4d0UC1xVdxHW6yQqKAc/edit
https://newsela.com/articles/food-waste/id/3350/
https://newsela.com/articles/food-waste/id/3350/
https://newsela.com/articles/food-waste/id/3350/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10L3PbFYhcnHUMqcPguZDO8T_4d0UC1xVdxHW6yQqKAc/edit
https://newsela.com/articles/energydrinks-congress/id/1019/
https://newsela.com/articles/energydrinks-congress/id/1019/
https://newsela.com/articles/energydrinks-congress/id/1019/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10L3PbFYhcnHUMqcPguZDO8T_4d0UC1xVdxHW6yQqKAc/edit
https://newsela.com/articles/cereal-salesslump/id/8113/

