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Stage 2: Evidence of Student Learning 

Task Neutral Scoring Criteria 

Indicator  1  2  3  4 

Develop the topic thoroughly by 
selecting the most significant 
and relevant facts, extended 
definitions, concrete details, 
quotations, or other information 
and examples appropriate to 
the audience’s knowledge of 
the topic. (ELA.4.B)  

I can identify details or 
quotes to include in my 
writing, but they are not 
integrated into my final 
draft. 
 

I can include details, 
facts, or quotations in 
my writing, however 
these do not always 
develop the topic. 
 

I can select and 
integrate the most 
significant details, and 
relevant facts, extended 
definitions, quotations or
other examples to 
include in my writing, 
given the topic I am 
trying to develop and 
my audience's 
knowledge. 

I can use carefully 
selected details/facts, 
strategically arranged, 
to direct my audience’s 
attention to my most 
central or important 
points/message. 
 

Use appropriate and varied 
techniques, transitions and 
syntax to link the major sections
of the text, create cohesion, 
clarify the relationships among 
complex ideas and concepts, 
and build toward a particular 
outcome. (ELA.4.E) 

I use formulaic or 
repetitive transitions or 
none at all. 
 

I use some phrases and 
syntax to create 
transitions in some 
places in my text. 
 

I can create varied and 
effective transitions 
that link the major 
sections of the text, 
create cohesion and 
build toward my point or 
message. 
 

I can use transitions not 
only to link sections of 
text, creating cohesion 
and building toward my 
point or message, but 
also to clarify the 
relations among my 
paragraphs and/or 
points. 

Use precise language, 
domain-specific vocabulary, 
telling details and techniques to 
explain complex topics and 
convey vivid experiences, 

I can use limited or 
general 
language/vocabulary to 
convey my meaning. 
I do not include sensory 

I can use a range of 
words that are 
appropriate for my 
subject but I do not 
always use them 
correctly to convey my 

I choose precise words 
that are appropriate for 
my subject to convey 
my meaning. 
I can use a variety of 
sensory or figurative 

I can choose words 
precisely so that word’s 
definition, connotation, 
and sound all match the 
intended meaning; 
I can craft precise and 
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events, and/or characters. 
(ELA.4.F) 

or figurative language in 
my writing. 
 

meaning. 
I can use sensory or 
figurative language. 
 

language to create a 
picture of experiences, 
events, setting, and/or 
characters. 
 

vivid sensory or 
figurative language to 
create a picture of 
experiences, events, 
setting, and/or 
characters. 

Summative Assessment Task 

In this unit, students will strengthen their ability to write personal narratives by writing travel responses and a final travel 
essay. Students will learn how  

▪ to use carefully-selected details to tell a compelling story; 

▪ to use imagery and other rhetorical strategies to help transport the reader to the place being described; 

▪ to use the structure of a story and transitions to draw the reader in and sustain their interest; 

▪ to refine and revise a written piece with attention to detail and quality so that all grammar and usage are correct. 

 

A more extensive description of this task in student-friendly language is located in the beginning of the appendix. 
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Strengthening Personal Narrative Writing Skills Through Travel Writing 
 

 “One’s destination is never a place, but a new way of seeing things.”  

– Henry Miller 

 

Travel writers are a special breed of writer. Their goal is to travel to places that many people will never see, and to write about 
those places in ways that help the rest of us imagine them…  or to travel to familiar places and write about them in ways that 
help the rest of us see them with new eyes. Paul Theroux, one of the most famous contemporary travel writers, said this 
about the art of travel writing:  

“I can say ‘I put in an effort and I tried to see it.’ To see things as they are makes you free—to see things as they are, 
not nostalgically, not as you wish they were. Just to see them.”  

 

In this unit, you will strengthen your ability to write personal narratives by writing travel responses and a final travel essay. You 
will learn how  

▪ to use carefully-selected details to tell a compelling story; 

▪ to use imagery and other rhetorical strategies to help transport your reader to the place you are describing; 

▪ to use the structure of your story and transitions to draw your reader in and sustain their interest; 

▪ to refine and revise your piece with attention to detail and quality so that all grammar and usage are correct. 

 

However, we won’t be traveling in space - we don’t quite have the budget to bring you all to Peru or Hawaii. You will be 
time-travel writers - writing to describe places from your childhood and more recent memory.  
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Here’s the Plan 

You will each: 

▪ practice the observation skills that all good travel writers employ; 

▪ write informal responses to prompts that ask you to describe different places; 

▪ choose one of these informal responses to develop into a formal essay; 

▪ incorporate rhetorical strategies (especially imagery) into your writing to highlight details; 

▪ identify and articulate an important message that you want to get across to your readers; and 

▪ work with classmates to peer-edit, revise, and finalize your essay. 

 

In the end, we will compile all of the travel writing essays into a magazine of writing about the places that you have been to. 

 

“The real voyage of discovery consists not in seeking new landscapes, but in having new eyes.” -Marcel Proust 

 

Project Timeline: 

Practice Paragraph #1: Travel Writing 

▪ Prompt: As a class, you will “travel” to a space in Noble High School. You will work to identify interesting, unique, and 
significant details about the space. Then, draft a paragraph in which you describe the space as if you were a Travel 
Writer, and that you are trying to make a reader who has never been here before see the space exactly how it is. 

○ Due:  

▪ Day 2 = Friday 11/22 

▪ Day 1 = Monday 11/25 

 

Composition #1: Travel Writing 

Page 4 of 6 



▪ Begin drafting a Travel Writing Piece about place in Berwick, North Berwick, or Lebanon. 

○ Begin collecting information, observations, and pictures of the place you will write about.  

▪ Day 2 = Friday 11/22 

▪ Day 1 = Monday 11/25 

○ Try to visit the place you are writing about over Thanksgiving break. 

○ Completed Response Due: 

▪ Day 2 = Tuesday 12/3 

▪ Day 1 = Wednesday 12/4 

 

Practice Paragraph #2: Personal Narrative Writing About a Place 

▪ Prompt: Describe a place that’s in your blood. OR Describe a place that you want to preserve or protect. 

○ Practice Paragraph Due: 

▪ Day 1 = Thursday 12/5 

▪ Day 2 = Friday 12/6 

 

Composition #2: Personal Narrative Writing About a Place 

▪ Prompt:  In several places in this piece, Janisse Ray  lets her readers see through the eyes of a child.  Highlight or 
underline one of these sections; then think back to your childhood and describe a special or memorable place from a 
child's-eye view. 

▪ Day 1: Thursday 12/5 

▪ Day 2: Friday 12/6 

▪ Writer’s Workshop Day 

▪ Day 1: Monday 12/9 

▪ Day 2: Tuesday 12/10 
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▪ Final Draft Due: 

▪ Day 1: Wednesday 12/11 

▪ Day 2: Thursday 12/12 

 

Revise Composition into Final Draft 

▪ Select one of the responses (either the Travel Writing piece, or the Personal Narrative Piece) that you wrote, and revise 
it into a second draft. This piece of writing may become the piece that you enter into the time capsule. This work will 
begin on: 

▪ Day 2: Friday 12/13 

▪ Day 1: Monday 12/16 

▪ Writing Workshop Day: 

▪ Day 2: Tuesday 12/17 

▪ Day 1: Wednesday 12/18 

▪ 2nd Drafts are due ON OR BEFORE: 

▪ Day 1: Thursday 12/19 

▪ Day 2: Friday 12/20 

▪ Final Drafts are due ON OR BEFORE: 

▪ Day 1: Monday 1/13 

▪ Day 2: Tuesday 1/14 
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